[Experiences with surfactant therapy of adult respiratory distress syndrome].
We report on 2 patients with ARDS, who underwent a therapy with surfactant. In both cases the underlying reason for the lung disease probably was a viral pneumonia. In both patients the gas exchange improved after tracheal instillation of surfactant. This improvement however was much less than we know it from therapy of the respiratory distress syndrome of the premature babies. Reasons for these differences in response to surfactant are discussed.